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Swale will be
constructed
to mitigate
flooding
problems

By Myrna Trauntvein

Times-News Correspondent

There will not be an actual
ditch at the Kurt Nybo prop-
erty in Mona.

“It will be more of a swale
than a ditch,” said Richard
Hatfield, president of Apex En-
gineering and a member of the
Mona Planning Commission.
“The swale will keep storm
water drainage away from the
house.”

A swale is a low tract of land,
especially one that is moist or
marshy.[1] The term can refer
to a natural landscape feature
or a human-created one.

Nybo has experienced sev-
eral floods at his home because
the storm water does not flow
past his home.

Nybo met recently with city
council members regarding the
storm water runoff that had
flooded his home in the recent
past.

The Nybo property is lo-
cated at 51 North 100 West in
Mona and because of the way
it is built on the lot and the
way the storm water flows,
the property has seen several
floods where the storm water
has flooded the basement.

“I think he created this prob-
lem,” said Molli Graham.

She thought that he had
built the home so that it was
in danger of flooding from the
beginning.

See Flood on page 1
Splash pad

in Mona too
costly to
install in park

By Myrna Trauntvein

Times-News Correspondent

A splash pad for Mona City
is not likely to be built in the
near future because of the cost.

A splash pad was suggested
as a feature that could be in-
stalled where the present city
building is located after that
building is torn down.

“I did some research,” said
Michelle Dalton, city secre-
tary/treasurer.

She said she had discussed
the Santaquin City splash pad
with a city official from that
city. She said that she was
told that the park, which was
opened in June 2010, had in-
cluded a splash pad as part of a
larger park development proj-
ect.

See Splash on page 2
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WELCOME HOME ¢ Nephi members of the 116th Engineer Company of the Utah National Guard Engineers returned home from a 10-month

deployment to Kuwait on August 27. They were welcomed home with a police escort and rode atop the fire engine. Members returning home were
SPC Todd Waits, SPC Chet Ingram, SSG Zac Watts, SSG Aubrey Waits, and SGT Matthew Caldor.

County will work with consultant to
develop Resource Management Plan

By Myrna Trauntvein

Times-News Correspondent

“The state is requiring each
county to do a Resource Man-
agement Plan (RMP),” said
Glenn Greenhalgh, county
planning administrator and IT
director.

A Resource Plan is intended
to communicate the county’s
point-of-view relative to a re-
source within the county (e.g.,
rangelands, mineral resources,
wildlife).

Five and Six County AOGs
are working on developing an
RMP that will help their mem-
ber counties.

Utah is considered a Feder-
al Lands state, with 65 percent
of its roughly 53 million acres
owned by Federal Agencies,
including the Bureau of Land
Management, Forest Service,
Fish and Wildlife Service, Na-
tional Park Service and De-
partment of Defense.

Though each of these Fed-
eral agencies has a general
plan for managing their lands,
many of Utah’s counties either
make brief mention of Federal
lands or no mention at all. As
stated in the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act,
“Land use plans of the Secre-
tary [of the Interior]... shall be
consistent with State and local
plans to the maximum extent
[the Secretary] finds consis-
tent with Federal law and the
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purposes of this Act.”

Many counties are under-
utilizing the cooperative power
that they have by not including
Federal Lands in their general
plans. While Federal and State
policy agree on a multiple use,
sustained yield management
program, Federal and local
government do not always
concur on the balance of those
uses.

In order to ensure Federal
plans reflect local desires, the
Utah Legislature recently
passed House Bill 323 (amend-
ed by HB 219) requiring that
each county develop a Re-
source Management Plan to
be adopted into its long-range
General Plan.

“There are six consultants
with Five and Six County
AOGs working on the project
in certain areas,” said Green-
halgh.

For example, he said, the
consultants are accumulating
information about the Sage
Grouse, waterways, wilder-
ness, and the Pinion Pine,
among others.

“Brian B. Bremner, Garfield
County Engineer, has an out-
line and plan that addresses
the requirements best,” said
Greenhalgh. “He did the Piute
County plan.”

Greenhalgh presented com-
missioners with the table of
contents from that plan to
show what had been addressed
by Bremner.

The legislature requires a
county to develop a resource
management plan as a part
of the county’s general plan;
establishes content require-
ments for a county’s resource
management plan; requires
the state to provide informa-
tion and technical assistance
to a county; requires a county

planning commission to co-
ordinate with other counties;
establishes a county’s general
plan as a basis for coordinating
with the federal government;
establishes administrative du-
ties of the Public Lands Policy
Coordinating Office with re-
gard to county resource man-
agement plans; and makes

technical and conforming
changes.
“We couldn’t use Mark

Ward, Senior Policy Analyst/
Public Lands Counsel, and so
we needed a different individ-
ual,” said Greenhalgh. “Brem-
ner and I talked about the re-
source management plan we
need over the telephone.”

Greenhalgh said that be-
cause of the Five and Six Coun-
ty AOG cooperation, there was
a great deal of data being ac-
cumulated.

The plans of the two AOGs
are being put together as one,
he said.

“The plans have to be indi-
vidualized,” said Greenhalgh.
“For example, Garfield Coun-
ty’s biggest source of air pol-
lution is sage brush and Piute
County has no wilderness
lands.”

To accomplish the purposes
of the bill, each county is re-
quired to prepare
and adopt a comprehensive,
long-range general plan for
present and future needs of
the county; for growth and de-
velopment of all or any part of
the land within the unincorpo-
rated portions of the county;
and as a basis for communicat-
ing and coordinating with the
federal government on land
and resource management is-
sues.

“Consultants need to be
talking to the counties,” said
Greenhalgh. “It is the respon-

sibility of the county to have a
resource plan.”

According to requirements
of the bill, the general plan
needs to provide for health,
general welfare, safety, energy
conservation, transportation,
prosperity, civic activities, aes-
thetics, and recreational, edu-
cational, and cultural opportu-
nities.

It must consider the reduc-
tion of the waste of physical,
financial, or human resources
that result from either exces-
sive congestion or excessive
scattering of population; the
efficient and economical use,
conservation, and production
of the supply of food and water;
and drainage, sanitary, and
other facilities and resources;
the use of energy conserva-
tion and solar and renewable
energy resources; the protec-
tion of urban development;
the protection or promotion of
moderate income housing; the
protection and promotion of air
quality; historic preservation;
identifying future uses of land
that are likely to require an
expansion or significant modi-
fication of services or facilities
provided by each affected en-
tity; and an official map.

The general plan also must
contain a resource manage-
ment plan to provide for the
protection, conservation, de-
velopment, and managed use
of resources that are critical to
the health, safety, and welfare
of the citizens of the county
and of the state.

“We do need to get rolling
on our plan,” said Byron Wood-

land, commissioner. “We are
running out of time.”
See Plan on page 3
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